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What a friend we have in Elvis:
The smell of old-fashioned men’s gooom-
ing products was the first hint that some-
thing would be different about the serviee
at First United Methodist Church's Green
Woodd location. For prcrmmm'n music,
John Latind sang Greg Boown's . Jesus and
Elvis.” Then sentor pastor Douglas Pater-
som imtroduced . . . Elvis, who greeted the
crowd in slicked-back hair, muttonchap
sideburns, customemade shiny black suil,
andl redd satin shirt, After tribute artist Chris
Ayolle sang from Elvis's Grammy-
winning gospel repertoine, Paterson began
his sermon with a humor-

ous comparison be- 15
tween the two N
“kings,” found on
the Imernct (“e- -
sus lived ina
state of grace in

a Mear Eastern
land; Elvis lived
in Graceland ina,
rearly castem
stute™). The idea
for the ate-June service came from choir
member Katie Geddes, a 197% Huron'grad
who manages the church®s coffechouse
acoustic-music series. Everyone who
heard about the unusual service afierward
asked what the sermon was sbout—buat al
the church picnic e next day, the women
talked about Elvis's eyes. Paterson’s topic:
“Will the Real King Please Stand Up?™
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